
Heartland Presbytery Meeting Highlights 
September 19, 2009 

 
The Presbytery gathered with prayer at the Grandview Park Presbyterian Church in 
Kansas City, KS. The Rev. Rick Behrens and Rev. Alfonso Tot brought the message 
during morning worship on the theme of opening doors to God’s grace.  The $1,493 
offering was equally divided between the Deacon’s Food Ministry Fund of the 
Grandview Park church and the Immigrant Fellowship Support Fund of the 
presbytery. 
 
The presbytery celebrated the 55 years of worship and witness of Ruskin Heights 
Presbyterian Church, Kansas City, MO as the congregation had requested 
dissolution. 
 
The presbytery examined candidates Jeffrey Patrick Jackson (Pby Northern Kansas) 
and Heather Walchar (Pby of Mission) for ordination to the ministry of Word and 
sacrament and membership in the presbytery so that they may accept calls to be 
pastors in Heartland Presbytery.   
 
The presbytery examined for membership and approved their calls: 
Rev. Norwood Brown, pastor of Rolling Hills, Overland Park, KS; 
Rev. Jason Carle, pastor of Overland Park church, Overland Park, KS; 
Rev. Andy Cullen, pastor of John Knox Kirk, KCMO (already a Pby. Mbr.); 
Rev. Sandra Lee Hanna, interim at First, Independence, MO. 
 
The 2010 Effective Salary for Ministers and CLP’s remains the same as 2009. 
 
The “Minute for Mission” was a reminder for congregations to participate in the 
Peacemaking Offering on Sunday, October 4, 2009. 
 
The Presbytery approved actions concerning the Gashland Presbyterian Church 
including its dissolution, sale of the assets and retention of  legal counsel in the 
matter. 
 
The Presbytery approved the pursuit of creating a housing project and renovation of 
the former Linwood sanctuary building into offices pending successful attainment of 
historic and housing tax credits from the state.  The Trustees will represent the 
presbytery in this endeavor. 
 
The Presbytery adopted the 2010 Operating Budget, the 2010 Mission Budget, 
Amendments to the Manual of Administrative Operations and Presbytery Employee 
Handbook.  The 2010 Per Capita rate is $31.00. 
 

Next Stated Meeting: Tuesday, November 17th  
at the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Overland Park, Kansas 
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